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OF THE 

HON. NATHANIEL PEABODY. 



Nathaniel Peabodt was born at Topsficid in the county 
•f Essex and Province of Massachusetts-Bay, Wednesday 
the 18th day of February, O. S. 1740, corresponding with 
March 1, 1741. His father, Jacob Peabody, who was an em- 
inent physician and a man of literature and science, remov- 
ed in April, 1746, from Topsfield to Leominster in the county 
of Worcester, and resided there till his death in 1768. 
His mother was Susanna, daughter of the Rev. John Rogers^ 
who was for fifty years minister of Boxford, Mass. She was 
of the tenth generation in the direct line of descent from John 
Rogers, the martyr burnt at Smithfield, and possessed a 
strong and cultivated mind. Nathaniel derived his early ed- 
ucation entirely from his father, never having attended school 
a day in his life. He also studied and practised physic with 
him from twelve till eighteen years of age, when his father 
died. At about the age of twenty, he went to that part of 
Plaistow in New-Hampshire, which was afterwards annexed 
to the town of Atkinson, and there soon acquired extensive 
practice. March 1, 1763, he married Abigail, daughter of 
Samuel Li«ttle, Esq. of Plaistow, but they ha& no children. 
She still survives, though bowed down with infirmity and age. 
Early in life the subject of this notice was a favourite with 
the government of the province, and held several offices un- 
der it. April 30, 1771, when only thir^ years old, he, to- 
f ether with Meshech Weare, Matthew Thornton, Wyseman 
xlagett and others, was commissioned by Gov. John Went- 
worth as a Justice of the Peace and of the quorum for the 
county of Rockingham, and was, no doubt, in the commission 
of the peace, for somp years previously to that time. In the 
same commission several, who were considerably his elders 
and afterwards became distinguished, were appointed mere- 
ly justices of thepeace^ From these facts it may be inferred 
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2 Hm. Kaihanid Peabody. 

that he was at that early period of life regarded as no ordin- 
ary man ; for the office of justice of the quorum was then, 
and for many years afterwards, much more responsible and 
important than at ibt pre&ent day.. Aay*tbrB§ ar more jus- 
tices of the quorum had power to hold courts, to "enquire 
by the oath of good and la^\yful mep of the county," as to 
numerous misdeeds and ofifences, " and to inspect all indict- 
ments taken before them^ and ^o hear and determine all in- 
diclments, trespasses and misdeeds/aiid atll (ither, the prera- 
ises(in their commission mentioned,) and to punish offenders 
by fines, amerciaments, forfi^iturQSX)r otherwise according to 
law." Oct. 27, 1774, Doct. Peab©dy was appointed Lieut. 
QpIpr^I of the. 7t)i regiment of iniliyat. At this time the cpn- 
trpvej;sy bptw^ep tfep cplpnies apd the parent country had 
approached he^r it^ crisis | tjip* reyplutioi^ wag rapidly 
di^wning, ?ipd the Wwle of Lexington, was fougl^t the ^ucceea^ 
inff Appl? Cqt Pe^bpdy esppugedj'with ardour, the cause 
ofnis, country and w^^s the first pi^n in New-Hampshirp who 
l-^sigped R I^ipg's comini/si^ipn oi) accoiint of political opin- 
ions. Ill IJecember of this year h« went with Ma^\ SulHvap^ 
Capt, John L.angdpn, Jows^h P^rtlett and others, who assault- 
ed Poft William and Mary at New-Castle, confined thf cap- 
tain of the fort and his'fiv^meni apd carfied off a hundred 
barrels of ppwder. This iipportapt cntprprizp was accom- 
plished at the rxipst fortgnqite poinfqf time, just before the ar- 
rival of several cpropa^ie? ofthp I^ing'* troops, who took 
pps^ewipq oftbfifortf 

CpL iPqabpdv w?\9 a d^legj\te or agent frqm AtkinjOn to a 
Qpnveption of ?ig^nt? frptn about forty towns in Sf assachusetts- 
bay and New-Hampshire, held at the house qf MaJ. Joseph 
Yarnnm in Dracyt, Nov. 26, 177^., Capt. John Boclwclt of 
Metbuen was chpirnian, and JN^thanJel Peabqdy, clerjc. Its 
object was, as therecqrd states, to take Ipto consideration 
"th^ alarming situation of our pijblic affairs at this time oij 
a^<;ount of the e:jcqrbitant prices that are demanded and tat;- 
en in consideration for many of the necc^sarie? of life, by 
which means ojur paper currency is daily depreciating in 
value and the honest mechanic and labourer very much dis- 
tre?sed by the extortion of th^ merchant, trader, farmer and 
qthei'&« wn^reby ms^ny good and valuable men arq muqh dis- 
couraged from engaging in the service of these i^tates, to the 
great da.m.age p'f the continental army, upon which, under 
God, the fqtnre safety and well heing ©f these states very 
in\ich depend Th^ convention voted to petition the Gen- 
eral Courts of Massachusetts-bay and New^Hampshire «to 
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J^(Mi« JfnAaniel PtahaJts* 8 

t^e tN f^eftlfote utider eon^dei^ation and so t6reg«ldte the 
^nircibftdes and s^Ies of the necessaries of life as to obviate 
the evil If e iaaagine will (Otherwise etiiub/^ Two committees 
Weir^ apt)d]iit€d to drftft the p^titions^ Colonel Peabodjr 
was Chairman of one <^f them, atid his draft was adopted b/ 
the oth^r committee. It wtis voted that '^ Oliver Barron and 
Nathaniel Peabody be a committ^ in behalf of this conven- 
tioh tb prefer the aforementioned petition to the honorable 
Genei^l Court of the State of Massachusetts-bkpr cihd that 
the J l^tn^btie thesatneso far as shall be reasonable in otder 
to hat^ the prayer thereof granted/' In DeceihbeK of thfe 
sahie year^ Colonel Peabody appears as a Represehditive in 
the General Court from the district of Atkinson and ^laistowi 
In 1777,he was again in the Assembly ,and appears from the 
journals to havie been a very efficient and leading member* 
He was on a committee with John Wentworth, jr. Joaathan 
Mitchell Sewall and Samliel Gilmsin, jr. Esquires, ^^ to draw 
yp &nd bring in a bill for th^ trial and punishment of per- 
sons, Who shall by any misbehaviour, in word or deed, be 
adjudged inimieaf to the liberty and freedom of the States ctf 
America (fl6t Within the act against tr^asoo,) and dire<:ting 
how such trials Shall be had and how judgment thereon shall 
be executed.^' Jlanuary 8, he was first on a committee a|^ 
pointed to consider atid r^pott " what and who shslll be deem« 
ed the suprecne executive poWer in this State withiii the intent 
and meaning df the act against treason and misprison of trea- 
son.'' Fte and Wyseman Clagett were a committee da the 
part of the Assembly, to prepare and bring in a bill for a 
n^w proportion of taieS« Besides these, he was chairman of 
several other coinmittees to whom were referred subjects of * 
the greatest importance to the liberty and welfare of the 
State. Jan* lOth^ he, together with Meshech Weare, Nicho- 
las Gilman, Jbsiah JBartlett, Jdhn Dudley and others, was 
appointed by the council and assembly a committee of 
saflfty, and he took his seat with the committee the. 30th of 
that month. This was^ perhaps, the highest trust in the gift 
of the^ General Court, ana was committed to none but men of 
tried patriotism and integrity. ^ To this committee," says 
Belknkpf ^ the general instruction was similar to that, given 
by the Romans td their Dictators, ^ to take under considera- 
tldn ail matters in which the welfare of the Province, in the 
security of their rights is concerned ; and to take the utmost 
care^ that the public sustain no damage.' Particular instruc- 
tions weregiveh to thetn from time to time, as occasion re- 
quifedi They were considered as the supreme executive; 
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4 Hm* XathanUl Ptahody. 

and during the recess of the convention, their orders and 
recommendations had the same effect as the acts and re- 
solves of that w-hole body." So extensive were the powers of 
this committee in 1775 and for several years afterwards ; but 
at the close of 1779 or the beginning of 1780 they were, for 
some pique against the committee,«*almost wholly taken away .^' 
In the course of 1 777, '78, and '79, Col. Peabody was elect- 
ed, at six or seven different times, a member of the commit- 
tee, and in 1 778 served on it forty-two days. His shrewdness, 
vigilance, and activity, qualified him in a peculiar manner 
for this station ; and, it is said, he was eminently successful 
in detecting and exposing the treasonable poactices of the 

tories. 

June 27, 1777, he was appointed by the General Court, 
and commissioned by Meshech Weare, a justice of the peace 
and of the quorum for the county of Rockingham. 

July 18, Josiah Bartlett and Nathaniel Peabody were ap- 
pointed by this State " to meet committees from the States of 
Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, and New- 
York, at the town of Springfield, in the county of Hampshire, 
on the aoth day of July, inst. (l 778,) then and there to hold a 
conference respecting the state of paper currency of the said 
Government: of the expediency of calling in the same by 
taxes or otherwise : of the most effectual, expeditious, and 
equal method of doing it ; and to consult upon the best means 
for preventing the depreciation and counterfeiting the same ; 
and also to consider what is proper to be done with respect 
to the acts lately made to prevent monopoly and oppression ; 
and to confer upon the late acts for preventing the transporta- 
tion by land of certain articles from one State to another ; 
and to consider such other matters as particularly concern 
the immediate welfare of said States, and are not repugnant 
to, or interfering with the powers and authorities of the 
Continental Congress : And report the result of their con- 
ference, to the (feneral Court of this State, as soon as may 
be." 

A report was accordingly made to the General Court, and 
on the 19th of September, several measures, recommended 
by the Convention,were adopted by the Council and Assem- 
bly in committee of the whole. One of them was the re- 
deeming and calling in of the paper currency emitted by this 
Slate, by means of the issue of Treasury notes bearing in- 
terest and founded on the faith and credit of the State. Anoth- 
er was the " repealing of the acts for regulating prices, &c. 
and for making provision for the families of the non-commis- 
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sioned oiSicers and soldiers in the service of this State and en- 
gaged in the Continental army fer 3 years or during the war." 

July 1 9th,he was appointed Adjutant-General of Militia of 
this State, with the rank of Colonel, and in the following 
year was in that capacity with our troops at Rhode-Isl- 
and under General Whipple, as appears by the pay roll. 
He commanded a regiment of volunteers at the same place 
and as one of them remarks, " was an excellent oflScer, kind 
and attentive to the soldiery, but when on parade, they 
had to look well to the right." He and Josiab Bartleit went 
to Bennington by appointment of the State to take care of, 
and provide for, the remains of the sickly retreating troops 
who fought the battle of Bennington,and those who had evac- 
uated Ticonderoga. 

The Continental Congress having passed a resolve recom- 
mending to the Legislatures of the States of New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island and Providence Planta- 
tions, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
and Delaware respectively to appoint commissioners to con- 
vene at New-Haven in Connecticut on the 15th day of Jan- 
uary, 1778, " in order to regulate and ascertain the price of 
Jabor, manufactures, internal produce, and commodities im- 
ported from foreign parts, military stores excepted, and al- 
so to regulate the charges of inn-holders, and that on the re- 
port of me Commissioners, each of the respective Legisla- 
tures enact suitable laws for enforcing the observance of such 
of the regulations as they shall ratify ;" Jonathan Blanchard 
anci Nathaniel Peabody were appointed commissioners by 
New-Hampshire, and went to New-Haven. Pennsylvania 
and Delaware were not represented. The convention elect- 
ed Hon. Thomas Cushing of Massachusetts-Bay, President, 
and proceeded to the discharge of their duty. 

After saying in their report that the Commissioners " have 
not been insensible of the principles upon which an opposi- 
tion to the regulation of prices by law is founded," they de- 
fend their measures on the ground of the recommendation of 
Congress, and of their being " an immediate remedy of the 
exorbitant evils complained oif." In this convention were sev- 
eral men distinguished for talents and patriotism, and among 
theuri the celebrated Roger Sherman of Connecticut, and 
Robert Treat Paine of Massachusetts-Bay. 

Early in the revolution, and probably about 1777 or'7B, 
Colonel Peabody and General Blanchard, were appointed 
to perform the duties of Attorney General, and they dis- 
charged them in a manner satisfactory to the Government, 
and advantageous to the people. 
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6 Hon. nffathaniel Peabddy* 

In 177S, he was again repr^ehtative, arid re-iippointed Si 
justice of the peace, and of tne quorum for Rocklnghafli. 
He was (with Josiah Bartlett and Nicholas Gilman,) on the 
eommittee of secret correspondence till '75). 

In 1 779,he was re-elected to the Assembly and acted With 
the committee of safety till the 27th of February. Being 
elected, March 26, a Delegate to the Continental Congress, 
he of necessity resigned his other employments in the Legis- 
lature and committee. April 3d, he and Woodbury Lang- 
don were appointed Delegates to Congress " in the room arid 
stead'' of Josiah Bartlett and John Wentworth, jr. who had 
resigned. Colonel Peabody was named in this vote for the 
purpose of supply ing a defect in the former one, by deter- 
mining when his duties should commence. He took his seat 
in Congress the 2!2d of June, and immediately became an ac- 
tive and useful member. The 3d of September he was add- 
ed to the iWedica) Committee, and must soon have become 
chairman of it, as the •' general return of the sick and wound- 
ed in the hospital of the United States," made by W. Ship- 
pen, jr. Director-General of the Medical Department, the 
27th of December following, was directed to him as " Chair- 
man of the Medical Committee." The functions of this com- 
mittee, though at first highly important, were, after the ar- 
rest ol the Director-General, greatly augmented by a 
resolve of the 26th of June, 1 780, authorising said comfait- 
tec to take proper measures for carrying on the business of* 
the Hospital Department, and requiring all medical gentle- 
men, and others attached to the said department, to pay 
obedience to the orders of the committee. 

November 16, 1779, Colonel Peabody and Mr. Langdon, 
our Delegates in Congress, were appointed commissioners 
on the part of this State to meet commissioners from " all 
the States as far westward as Virginia inclusive," in a con- 
vention to be holden at Philadelphia the following January, 
*♦ to take into consideration the expediency of limiting the 
prices of merchandize and produce,with the view of thereby 
preventing the further depreciation of our currency." This 
convention, it seems, was called upon the recommendation 
of another, which had been holden at Hartford the October 
preceding, ** to consider these matters." In the letter of 
President Wcare to our Delegates, informing them of theif 
appointment to the Philadelphia convention, he speaks of 
" the alarming situation of our currency, and the great dan- 
ger there is that our military operations, which at present 
' are greatly embarrassed, will be finally totally destroyed 
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through the enopmous demands which are made for the ne- 
cessaries of life." " The measure pf regulating prices," he 
remarks, *' is found to be attended with many difficulties, 
and it is feared, will have little or no good effect, unless it 
be general. And what effect it may then have is problemat- 
ical ; but every method which appears to have a tendency 
to remedy the evils, which threaten the ruin of our currency, 
must be attempted." The total failure of all these expedi- 
ents to avert the ruin of the currency, and relieve the gener- 
al distress, should not derogate from the honor of being se- 
lected to m^ke the attempt. In times like those, the people 
naturally look to the best and wisest men for relief. 

At the commencement of the year 1780, the country was 
apparently on the brink of ruin. The public treasury was 
empty ; the paper currency had almost entirely lost its val- 
ue ; the public faith had failed ; the army greatly reduced 
in number, destitute of pay, clothing, and sometimes of food, 
w^s on the point of mutiny; peculation and disorder had 
crept into the public offices; and speculation, engrossing^ 
forestalling, and extortion every where prevailed. 

In this state of affairs, Congress resolved to appoint a com- 
mittee to proceed to hfead quarters, to consult with the Com- 
mander in Chief, and the Comniissary and Quartermaster 
General about the defects of the present system ; to carry in- 
to execution any plan for cppdqcting the Quartermaster and 
Comniissary dep^rtfnpnts ; to consolidate regiments, abolish 
Vi|anec^siiary pp§t3, erect othera, discharge unnecessary offi- 
cers, retrench expenses, and generally to exercise every pow- 
er requisite to effect ^ reformation of abuses and the general 
arrangements of the departments in any way connected with 
the Qi^ttefs comnjitted to them. These powers were extend- 
ed| by gubsequQnt acts of Congress , The 1 3th of April, 1 780^ 
Philip Schuyler* «f New- York, John Matthewst of South 
Carolina, and Nathaniel Peabody of New-Hampshire, were 
by ballot, appointed the committee, and forthwith proceed- 
ed to Morristown. 

In a commynicalipn of the 28th of Ms^y to the President 
of Congress, written by Colonel Peabody, the committee say: 

' »♦ In ov^ lelter of t^ 9th ins^i)t to Congress, we observed, that if the spirit of dis- 
softi^nt, wliift^>then pnev^iiled among the soldiery, siiould fully establish itself^ it 
woal^ be prodaptiy^ o^the mqst, serious consequences. The ca.uses which contribute 
•d.to th^ ^rft lisg of dissatisfaction con^iou^ng, h^ve increased and ripened in<o 
mutiny. Two entire regiments ofthe Connecticut line, paraded on Thursday eve- 
fdf)^ with t)iejr arms, accoutrements, and packs, intending to march off and return 

t Afterwarcl^ fiotterckl Q^nylef. 

1 4f^rir«r4ft ^^yiiwr Pf South CfirQlina, 
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to the State. They complained of inability any longer to endure the torture of 
famine and the variety of distress they experienced. On this serious occasion the 
officers displaced a wisdom and prudence which does them honor ; their exertions 
reduced the disorder to bounds of moderation, and the soldiery were prevailed on 
to desist from intentions so injurious to their country, so derogatonr to their honor : 
they retired to their huts with passions cooled down indeed, but with evident signs 
of discontent and chagrin, and left their officers with the painful rejection that a 
repetitionof similar distress was only wanting to complete a scene which they can- 
not coBteraplate without horror. The brave, patriotic, and virtuous band of officers 
of every line, h we already given up their rations to the soldiery, submitted 
literally to bread and water as their only sustenance. By this scanty fare, they 
continue to set an example to, and keep, tlie soldiery in tolerable temper; but with 
tears in their eyes, such as men who feel for the distresses of their conntiy may 
sbei without pusillanimity, stated their apprehensions, that the dissolution of th« 
army was at hand, unless constant supplies of provisions at least were kept up. 

** Persuaded, Sir, that to be silent on such occasions would be criminal, we will 
address our compeers, with decency, but with freedom ; we will advise them, that 
something more is necessary than mere recommendation, or they will lose an ar- 
my, and thereby risk the loss of an empire. Times and exigencies render it some- 
times necessary for the governing power to deviate from the strait line of conduct 
which regular constitutions prescribe. When such deviation is necessary for the 
preservation of the* whole, it is incumbent on rulers to put themselves on the judg- 
ment of their country, to stand acquitted or condemned by it ; such times, such 
exigency, such deviation, have heretofore taken place ; they are marked on the 
journals of Congress ; and the honest patriot reflects with gratitude, that there 
were men who at all hazards dared to save their country. We entreat Congress 
seriously to consider, whether such times and exigencies do not now exist ; if they 
do, shall posterity say that those who directed the affairs of America at this era, 
were less intrepid and more attentive to personal consequences than their prede- 
cessors ? Heaven forbid the thought ! Our afi^irs, it is true, are alarmingly ,de- 
ranged ; but bold and decisive measures, adopted and prudently executed^ will re- 
store all ; our pristine vigour will be renewed, and the contest end in a glorious 
expulsion of the minions of a tyrant.** 

In another letter of June 5th, they write, " Since our last, 
we have received a letter from the Commander in Chief, stat- 
ing the necessity of specific requisitions from the States, for 
wen, provisions^ forage^ and the nuans of transportation. We 
have, in consequence, addressed ourselves to the several 
States on the subject, and made requisitions from each." 

Their appeal to the States was urgent and eloquent, and 
produced a favourable effect. In 9 letter from Schuyler and 
reabody to the President of Congress, dated Preakness, July 
18th, they say, 

" It was reasonable to conclude, that every State, so fully adtised of the alarm- 
ing situation of public affhirs, would not have left any measure, to which it was 
equal, unassayed, to preserve the empire from the impending ruin with which ^t 
was threatened, support its honor, and maintain its character amongst the powers of 
the earth; andespecially to establish the preat object, to accomplish which they 
had already expended such a deluge of blood. We have learnt, with the mo»t sen- 
sible satisfaction, that the people in most of the States are roused from the torpor 
which bad generally prevailed ; that a due sense of duty to their country has, with 
all ranks of men, been prmluctive of a patriotic activity, evincing that they mean 
effectually to support the common cause ; that some of the States, from whom aid 
has been required, have explicitly advised us of their intentions ; whilst others , 
have been 'partial, and some altogether silent on the subject.** 

This important committee was discharged August 11. 1780, 
and directed to report their proceedings to Congress. From 
the brief sketch here given, only a very inadequate estimate 
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of their special powers and labours can be formed. The 
record of their proceedings, including copies of many letters 
Irom General Washinton, General Greene, and others, to* 

S ether with military returns and other official documents, 
lis a. folio volume of three hundred and fifty-four closely 
written pages, and is an honorable monunient of the untiring 
industry, enlightened views, distinguished firmness and en- 
ergy, and devoted patriotism^ of the committee. These 
qualities, however, did not shield them from the arts and in- 
trigues of a ** wicked cabaP' in Congress, who sought the ra- 
in of Gen. Greene and some other men, that were an honor 
to their country, and for whose services in the revolution, 
the American people, while they continue to value liberty, 
will never cease to be grateful. In a letter to Col. Peabody, 
dated "Camp at Kennemach, Sept. 6, 1780,'' Gen. Greene re- 
marks, 

** You have had your day of difficulty, as well as I. Congresg scema to have got 
more out of temper with the committee than with me; and I am told, charge great 
part of the difficulties upon the committee, that have taken place between them 
and me. However, of this, I suppose, you are better inf|)rmed than I am. It ap- 
pears to me, that Cpngrees were apprehensive some disagreeat)le consequences 
might take place from the measures they \iRve been pursuing contrary to the ad- 
vice of the committee ; and, therefore, they took the earliest opportunity to bring 
them into disgrace, to lessen their influence. The committee stand fair with the 
vmy, and I believe with the public at large ; and, bad as our condition is, I be- 
lieve we are altogether indebted to the coounittee for the tolerable state we are in.*' 

'Mr. Matthews, of the committee, whom Gen. Sullivan, in a 
letter to Col. Peabody, calls "your friend Matthews, an hon- 
est and sincere man,'' wrote Col. Peabody from Philadelphia, 
Oct.3, 1780:— 

** Thus much from my friendship you may rely on, that no man shall take your 
name in vain. As to **the committee's wanting to be made Lords and Protectors,*' 
t can yay thus muchi that by tlie Great God that made me ! if I thought I could 
ka.ve iafluence enough to make any honest set of men the rkal protectoba of 
thif greviously injured people, I would harangue the multitude night and day ! I 
would rush into the midnight cabals of artful and designing men, and drag them 
forth to public view ! In short, what is it I would not do, at the hazard of my lile, 
to save uiis land from impending ruin ! I each day see the rocks and shoals pre- 
sent their ghastly fo^ns to us ; yet, alas ! my forebodings are treated with deris- 
ion, and our helmsmen invariably steer the same course. It will take no great 
length of time to shew what will be the event. I tremble for our fate." 

Excepting the time consumed by the mission to Head Quar- 
ters, or when Col. Peabody was confined by sickness, the 
journals bear evidence, that he was always at his post in Con- 
gress, faithfully discharging the duties of his station. Let- 
ters in his files also show, that his conduct was approved and 
applauded by many of the most illustrious patriots of that 
time. One from Richard Henry Lee of Virginia, dated Nov. 
2, 1779, contains the following tribute of praise : — 

" Thongli not personally acquainted with you, I hope I shall be pardoned for this 
ImMU ' I have M«n ^e proceedings of Oongreu in a late affiur, and I have observ- 
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«t Ne#-IIaiiipshin supTOiting the cavte of Tiitoe ■gainst a t ery powerful and not 
less artful and wicked earn], aiming at the public injury through the sides of its 
fiiithful servant ; and I have been informed particularly, Sir, of your very worthy 
support of a character that has not deserved the treatment he has met with. New- 
Hampshire has long been celebrated for spirit; and it has now, on an extraordinary 
occasion, when very powerful everts were made to debauch and to mislead, proved 

«. its title to the still higher qualities of wisdom and virtue 

** I shall esteem myself much honoured by your correspondence*** 

In a letter to him, dated Dec. 6, 1779, Hon. John Lahg- 
don says/^ About a fortnight since, I received a letter from 
my brother, mentioning your name in high terms as a very 
useful member of Congress, and wishing that you might be 
prevailed upon to tarry through the winter; and three jdays 
since he returned home, and seems much pleased with you 
as a colleague. I mention this only as an agreeable circum- 
stance in favour of the public, and your mutual good char* 
acters." 

Though Colonel Pcabody was never weary or faint in the 
cause of his country, it seems, that early in 1 780 he was de- 
sirous of resigning his seat in Congress. His aflfairs in New- 
Hampshire then required his attention, and the ill state of his 
health, in August and September following, must have turn- 
ed his thoughts with double force on home. 

February 7, 17S0, he wrote to Judge Langdon — 

** I was in great hopes to have been relieved b^^ Mr. Livermore, but find I am not. 
Nothing but the cause of my country and tue advice of my friends, among whom I 
bav6 placed not a little dependance upon your opinion, could have induced me* to 

sacrifice my interest and by tarrying here through the winter, and I must 

beg your influence, that I may be relieved very early in &e spring as I shall abso- 
lutely, if alive, within about eight weeks from this t*me at furthest'' 

The 18th of March, Hon. John Langdon wrote him — 

** The General Court adjourns this day. The sickness and death of my father 
prevented my attending the session. I understand by Gen. Whipple that they l^ve 
not appointed any person to relieve you, and as the court do not meet again until 
June next, you must go on in doing all the good you can for us, for ** verily yon 
shall have youi reward.'* I am f^ly sensible ttut no gentleman can add to bu fei^ 
tune by attending Congress.*' 

President Weare, in a letter to him of the 8th of August, ob- 
serves, " I am fully sensible your absence must be very inju- 
rious to your private affairs, and your speedy return be very 
grateful to your friends, but the public service requires your 
attendance there, and you must look for your reward from 
the satisfaction of having done service in tne important cause 
for which America is now contending. If you, and many 
others, expect any other reward here, I believe they will be 
much disappointed. But put a good face on it, we hope for 
better times." On the subject of his sickness. Gen. Greene 
wrote the 6th of September. *' I am made very unhappy 
by your long and obstinate indisposition. When you left 
the army, we were in hopes it was only a slight touch of a 
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fever, which a little relaxation and recess from business 
would soon remove. But, to our sorrow, we hear you are 
still persecuted with an intermitting fever, which threatens 
you viith a still longer confinement. You have my prayers 
for your speedy recovery, as well from motives of private 
friendship, as public good." The 27th of September, Col- 
onel -Peabody wrote General Sullivan, then at Congress, 
" the state of my health is still such as will make it necessary 
for me to take a tour eastward, as soon as the report of the 
committee is completed, which in all probability will deprive 
me of a personal interview with you this season." Colonel 
Peabody having received at Morristown " some very favora- 
ble intelligence from the southward," and esteeming it of vast 
importance that the commander-in^hief should have the 
earliest advice of every interesting occurrence, communicat- 
ed it by express to General Washmgton, on the 25 th of Oc- 
tober, and the General the next day replied, " I am exceed- 
ingly obliged by the very agreeable and important intelli- 
gence communicated in yours of last evening. This blow, 
if rightly improved, may give a total change to the southern 
affairs. I am glad to hear that your health has so far mend- 
ed as to make you think of going abroad. It will give me 
great pleasure to see you at Head Quarters." Colonel Pea- 
body was relieved by the appointment of Woodbury Lang- 
don in his room, November 9, and no doubt, returned to 
New-Hanipshire about that time. He did not, however, re- 
tire to "the shades of private life," for in 1781 we find him 
in the House of Representatives, 

In 1782 and 1783, Colonel Peabody was a representative 
to the General Court. He was also a member of the con- 
vention to form a constitution for the State, and chairman of 
the committee which drew it up. 

In 1784, he was a member of the House, and was elected 
counsellor by both branches in convention. At the October 
session he also acted on several committees in the House. 
The 14th of December, he was appointed a justice of the 
Court of Common Pleas, but declined the office : and the 
25th, was appointed a justice of the peace and quorum, for 
the several counties. 

In 1786, he was elected a representative for his district, 
and a senator for Rockingham, by the people, and a coun- 
sellor by the Legislature. June 21, he was appointed a 
Delegate to Congress for one year, commencing the Novem- 
ber following; but it is probable he never took his seat, as 
he informed the General Court, November 3, that having 
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good reason to expect that Mr. Long, oAq of th^ Delegates^ 

then at Congress, would tarry, and that Mr* Langdon would 
accept, and take his seat bj the 1st of November; he had 
not made the nece$sary arranffements for leavmg the State 
for anj considerable time ; and requesting, at he should not 
be able to attend to his duties in Congress so early as the 
public affairs demanded, that some other gentleman might be 
appointed in bis room« March S5th, he was appointed 
Brigadier General of the corps of Lig^t^horsemen. This 
corps consisted of two regiments of six companies each, be** 
sides independent companies composed of gentlemen jiot lia* 
ble to do duty in the train band. 

In 1 78 7, '88 and '89, he was in the House* The last year, 
he was commissioned by President Sdllivan, a justice of the 
peace and quorum through the State ; was chairman of a 
committee ^ to examine the laws of this State, and report 
whether any, and what laws of this State militate with the 
laws and constitution of the United States;" and was appomt* 
ed, with President Sullivan, and Hon. Josiah Bartlett, to re« 
vise the militia laws in the recess of the Legislature. 

In 1790, he was in the Senate, and was appointed with 
Jeremiah Smith and John Samuel Sherburne, '^ a committee 
(a« the vote expresses it) to select, revise, and arrange all 
the laws and public resolves of tfatt State now in force, wheth* 
er passed before or since the revolution, thai the same may 
be compiled in one volume, and to prepare an intelligible in- 
dex to be affixed thereto." This task was performed by the 
committee. Qf the New-Hampshire Medical Society, which 
was incorporated at the close of this political year, General 
Peabody was one of the chief founders. 

In 1 791, he was a Senator ;« chairman of the committee ^ to 
report the measures necessary to be adopted to carry into 
e£^ct that part of the constitution of this State directing a 
convention to be called, for a revision of the same ;" was a 
member of that convention, Vice-President of it, and on 
most of its important committees* In June, President Whee- 
lock, by desire of several of the Trustees of Dartmouth Col- 
lege, wrote to him, to solicit the honor of his presence at 
the approaching commencement, and saying, that they should 
then oe happy to show him respect. He added, ^ we have 
a particular sense of your friendship and influence in favor 
of the institution." 1 hey did at that commencement confer 
on him the honorary degree of Master of Arts. 

In 1 793, he was, as Governor Bartlett informed him, '^elect- 
ed senator for the county of Rockingham, by the free su£. 
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friges of the people." In 1 793, he was Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. March 37, he was appointed 
Major General of the first division of militia, and resigned that 
office July 6, 1798. In 1795, he was a representative, and 
this, as far as the writer knows, was the last time he appear- 
ed in either the Legislature or Council. 

His retirement may be considered voluntary, for he gave 
notice in the papers of the day, that he should, in future, de- 
cline all public trusts. After this long catalogue of the many 
important offices he had sustained, no person will wonder, 
that he was satisfied with the toils, and the honors, of public 
life. His commission as justice of the peace and quorum 
through the State, was, howeVer, renewed this year, by 
Governor Gilman, and he continued in that office, with the 
exception of a year or two, in the rage of party spirit, till 
1821, when a rule of the Executive, applying to justices the 
constitutional limitation as to the age of judges, deprived him 
of this little remnant of official power. 

One strong reason for General Peabody's declining public 
appointments, was, probably, the situation of his property and 
finances, which, at that period, had become greatly derang- 
ed and embarrassed. In an expose of his affairs made about 
the year 1 800, he stated, " that previous to the year 1 794. 
his creditors were few in number — that the aggregate of their 
just and legal demands did not exceed 20 per cent, of the 
debts then due to him, including his lands and other proper- 
ty, at a just valuation, although he had before that time been 
guilty of mjiny acts of humanity to people in distress, by 
means of which he had sustained considerable damage ;'' and 
imputed his embarrassment to great losses by means of surety- 
ship, and the plunder and sale of his property through the 
negligence, misconduct and turpitude of his agents and sup- 
posed friends. These misfortunes resulted in his confinement 
for debt to the limits of the prison at Exeter, for several of 
the last years of his life. His losses of necessitv became the 
losses of his creditors, and exposed him to a full share of the 
blame and odium common in such cases. 

The following Teflections are transcribed from his diary, 
and are thought to claim insertion in this memoir. 



*19tli February, 1830. I am this day 79 years old. Having roach injured my 
1y the strooirest, by viewing the i 
• gradually i 
can*t distinguish objects with it, yet through the tender mercies of the Great Occult 



left eye, formerly the stn>n|fe8t, by viewing the sun when totally eclipsed in the 
year 1806,it has gradually failed ever since. Now, though I can discover the light, 



Primary, whose piercing eye surveys the passing scenes and occurrences of time'— 
in and upon whom I have at all times relied, with unceasing confidence, for succour 
and support, and through whose unceasing paternal care I have thus far been sus- 
tained during a long serieeefenon» trials, afflietlons and oomi^i^teil embarrati- 
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floents, ertm when niTironed, close beset by groupet of malignant enemies in guis* 
offriendship:— when my resources were torn from me for becoming surety, and 
friends standing aloof derided — ^whenthe arm of flesh fiiiled and my spirits sunk 
within me and all was gloom! then, then was the beni^ hand of Pro;ridence con* 
nicuous ; light sprang up and in some measure dispelled the dark clouds of adver- 
sity— I still live ! ! and it is this hour 57 years since I married and have been asso- 
ciated with my partner in life, joys and tonows, now become feeble by disease ; 
but thanks to Him, who hath hitherto preserved me in times of great penl, that bv 
assiduous industry T am still able to do good to others and to earn a comfortable 
tapport for myieff and feeble partner : and humbly hope for a continuance and in*' - 
crease of these mercies till the moment—the solemn period shall arrive, when the 
corporeal man shall be unoiganized and dissolved— the component particles be 
reunited with kindred elements, and a retrospect of life shall furnish a calm serene 
peace of mind — approbation from an all merciful Father and Friend— when the im- 
mortal intellect, ray of Deity, with august purity shall be reabsorbed and in bright 
realmsof progressing bliss, participate unceasing joys, immortal glory; — even so," 
▲men."* 

** March 1, 1831. Through the tender mercies, all-sustainins aid and benign 
tapport of the great universal Parent, I am still a living man ; and though a man of 
lorrows, acquainted with grief, ofttimes have I been environed in deep affliction, 
not only by the iron-hand of unrelenting persecation and oppression from open en- 
emies^the enemies of my country — but sinking under the more aggravating perfidy 
of pretended friends; jret shall my soul burst forth in glowing raptures of grateful 
adoration to Him. by whose infinite goodness and paternal care I have hitherto 
been sustained. I was horn the 18th day of February, O. S. 1741, and this being 
the Ist day of March 1821, answers to the 18th of February, O. S. Behold ! I am 
this day fourscore years old— a greater age than my ancestors have for several gen- 
erations lived,, and am the last of three generations that bear the name of Peabody. 
Though labouring.under many bodily infirmities, such as would make many stout 
hearts shrink from business and the world, yet through the unceasing mercies of an 
indulgent Parent and Benefiictor, I still retain sufficient energy of body and mind 
to earn means of support for myself, partner, her attendanu, and to afford a little 
aid toothers in distress." 

*'It now behoves me to take an impartial retrospect of my variegated past Ufe.and 
examine what manner of man I have been and what has been my aim, and the ob" 
jecUofm]rpursuit— how I have spent this, the past day, &c. As to this or the 
past day, it being after 11 o'clock P. M., as much of it as other unavoidable avo- 
cations would allow, has, as ought every day, been spent in serious exercises of the 
mind and in examining past life; having long believed that the Great Occult Pri- 
niary is, in and of himself, a perfect being, neither needing nor requiring the feeble 
aid or services of man,and .that he could not consistently with liis own perfections, 
regard with approbation the attempt of his children, by compulsory laws or other 
•Irorts, to aid him in promulgating and carrying into effect any other laws than 
mch ds shall orevent a violation of those divine rights with which he tuts been 
ideased individually to endow man — such as promote peace and good onier in so- 
ciety—and that the duty of man is to man — and believing it to be my duty, and 
agreeablytemy conceptions of the Divine mind and will, if I am not deceived, 
and I hope and trust 1 am not ; it has been my consunt aim— themain object of my 
pursuit, by honest industry, fair undisguised upright dealing, to earn and obtain a 
decent living and support for myself, family and immediate dependants, so as not to 
be burdensome to my friends nor the commuQity ; and with the mtWM and opper- 
tnnities in my power to exert every honest effort in promoting the cause of truth 
and justice ; to support the feeble, relieve the oppressed, secure the rights, preserve 
the morals, meliorate the condition and increase the happiness of man ; nor am I 
conscious of having intentionally injured any of my fellow moruls— yet my whole 
life has been interspersed with scenes ofimbecility, error and disappointment, and I 
am with deep regret compelled to look back and reflect that, for want of prescience 
and calculation, many of my well meant pursuits have in their results proved inju- 
rious both to myself and others; well aurare that, although the mind of man may 
be free from inherent turpitude, yet that the wisdom andknowledge of those, that 
are ranked among the great and wise are but limited. It is my ardent wish, and 
ihall be my ardent prayer, that so long as it shall please the Great Disposer of hu- 
man events to continue my life, he would be graciously pleased to continue tome 
the small portion^f reroaming iMwon I yet possatt ; with energy both of body aad 
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mind requisite for d0lD| good--that He wonld endow ne with wisdom and correct 
principles and lead me in those paths in which he shall be pleased to accompany 
me and my feeble labours with his presence and blessing.** 

From these extracts, it is apparent, that Gen.. Pcabody dif- 
fered widely in his theological views from the prevailing sects 
of his time, and it was unfortunate for his popularity and his 
nemory, that, not content with the enjoyment of his own opin- 
ions, he too frequently exercised his ready wit and power- 
ful ridicule on what he considered absurd dogmas or the un- 
supported traditions of dark and superstitious ages, but what 
many others held sacred as settled doctrines of Christianity, 
He suffered much while alive for his opinions in theology, and 
we may wish they had been different, but whether they were 
erroneous or not, we do not feel authorized to sit in judgment 
upon them ; he has gone to render an account to his ^^ all mer- 
ciful Parent and Benefactor,'' and to his own master he will 
stand or fall. 

General Peabody was not without foibles and faults. He 
was always rather vain and opinionative. At middle age he 
was almost passionately fond of dress'*' and ostentatious pa- 
rade, and expended large sums for such purposes. He was 
a fine horseman, and m his golden davs usually travelled 
with the most elegant horses, (of which he was a good judge, 
and great admirer) attended by his servant; and the people 
regarded him as a personage of high rank and consequence. 
But as imperfectioB is the lot of humanity, let his errors and 
his faults rest in oblivion ; let him receive that general amnes- 
ty, which the living, conscious of their own frailties, do, in 
charity, freely grant to the dead. 

General Peabody's natural abilities, though, by some cal- 
led " airy and lofty," were nearly, if not quite, of the first 
order, and had he not devoted them so early to his country, 
might have raised him to a proud eminence in his profession. 
His perceptions ^ere quick, his invention powerful, his reas- 
oning tolerably prompt, just and perspicuous, and his memo- 
ry remarkably tenacious ; but he was most distinguished for 
his caustic wit, and resistless ridicule. These powers made 
him more formidable as an opponent than desirable as an al- 
ly, and it is said of him, by his contemporaries in the legisla- 
ture, that though not always successful in carrying his 6wn 
measures, he seldom failed in an attempt to defeat the projects 
of others. At the time when he was Speaker, his influence 
was so great, that by means of three or four of his associates, 

* In a sportive advertisement, which Gen. Schuyler sent to Gov. Matthews and 
Gen. Peabody, who had been afew days absent from Head Quarters, be described 
them as ** commonly dressed in green coats, booted and spnrred.'* 
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he ruled the State ; and letters from some of the first men, 
who flourished at that period, show the high value which 
was placed on his friendship. His disposition was rather 
hasty, yet be could bend his will to his purposes, and regu- 
late his passions to his views. His stock of general knowl- 
edge was quite respetable. Of national politics his views were 
liberal, accurate, and often original. From his knowledge 
of human nature, and the selfish policy of nations, he fore- 
saw approaching danger, and raised his warning voice. His 
leaning was always decidedly in favor of popular rights. In 
his pontics, he was a republican, and he firmly adhered to 
that party. 

In early life, General Peabody was a good Physician^ and 
practised with success, and general applause; in his latter 
days he far excelled any tyro, or young medical practition- 
er, however learned, both in experience, and the judicious 
selection and application of remedies. He continued to ad- 
minister to the health of others till he could no longer help 
himself. Patients came to him from distant parts, and he 
cured or alleviated many difficult chronic cases beyond* the 
skill of his younger contemporaries. His manner, as well as 
his application was always pleasing, and his wit land humor 
made him popular. About a year before he died, a youag 
girl was brought to him troubled with a humour or glandular 
swelling in her neck : the anxious mother dreaded the scri^ 
fula, which she called by the ancient name of King's Evil. 
She asked him if it was not the king's evil, and feared he would 
answer in the affirmative. The General replied, " king's evil, 
king's evil ! I know of none who have the king's evil, but 
tories.^^ This answer excited a laugh, dispelled her fears, 
and produced a good efiect. Many such witticisms were in- 
terspersed through his whole life, which, if collected, would 
make his biography very entertaining. Many sayings, in 
finitely more witty than this, are within the knowledge of the 
writer, but to record them would surpass the limits of 
this sketch. 

General Peabody had a taste for the science of law, and 
this, together with considerable discrimination arid critical 
acumen, no doubt, served to make him, as he certainly was, 
an able and leading legislator. He wrote a fair easy hand, 
and long experience rendered him a safe and skilful drafts- 
man. In his habits he was regular and correct ; he ate and 
drank but little, and that of the best ; seldom slept more than 
tour or five hours, often not over two, and those the latter 
part of the night. A very respectable and intelligent gentle-- 
man, to whom the writer is indebted for many of the views 
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ind exprmions contained in this notice, remarks, " I have 
had some acquaintance with the late General Peabody, about 
forty y^ars, and I always considered him a cheerful, socia- 
ble, witty and friendly man. He was generous, noble spir- 
j[ted and honorable." 

In his friendships. General Peabody was generous, sincere 
and constant; never deserting his friends in the hour of need. 
The unjust treatment General Sullivan received from Con- 
' gress in the revolution, is matter of history, and it is but just, 
that the character of General Peabody should be honored 
with the following tribute from a man so universally esteem- 
ed, and respected, as his friend General Sullivan. " I am 
much indebted for the part you have ever taken respecting me, 
and the opinion you have been pleased to form of my public 
^ conduct, andTiope no future transaction of my life will com- 
pel you to alter your sentiments.^ Just after this, General 
Peabody wrote him, " I am now going to head quarters, and 
thence shall proceed to New-Hampshire, and shall be happy 
to have it in my power to serve you in person or estate. If 
you think of a single act wherein I can be beneficial to either, 
you will please to command," &c. 

He was a patron of enterprise and merit, and several young 
men were indebted to him for liberal educations, and their 
subsequent prosperity. A mind like General Peabody's was 
calculated for great changes in popularity aiid fortune. This 
was verified in his biography ; great and sudden variations in ~ 
his ambitious schemes, variegated his walk through this 
stage of existence. These changes in early life served to steel 
his mind against vicissitudes, and make him a more able gen- 
eral in avoiding or recovering from them. They did not, 
however, sour his temper, and cloud his intellect. He en- 
deavored to enjoy life himself, and, by his pleasantry, to make 
his friends happy. His mental powers were but little impair- 
ed by age. The anguish of sickness and disease he bore with 
fortitude, and was rarely heard to complain, till attacked 
with that complication^of most excruciating disorders, which, 
after two or three weeks, terminated his earthly career on 
Saturday, June 27, 1823. 

On a candid review of all the transactions and peculiar 
circumstances of General Peabody's long life, from his cradle 
to his grave, we are impelled to the conclusion, that he was an 
useful citizen, an enlightened politician, and in times of trial 
and danger, as well as in the halcyon days of peace and 
prosperity, a firm and ardent friend to his country. When 
the wav6s of time shall have rolled over the present genera- 
tion, and washed giway the last trace of prejudice and enmity 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



18 Hon. Jfathaniel Peabodif. 

from his charactci*, who will venture to predict, that he will 
not be placed by grateful posterity in the bright and glorious 
constellation of revolutionary worthies, and with hiscompat* 
riots and friends, the illustrious Weare, Bartlett, Sullivan, 
and Langdon ; Lee, Laurens, Greene, Matthews, Gerry, 
and Schuyler, shine with unclouded lustre, through long 
ages of American freedom md glory ? 
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